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Can you believe it? It is almost November. We have survived the October 24, 2017 storm that will be
remembered by all of us as one of the worst the U.P. has seen.
The month of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory. The Church commemorates all her
faithful children who have departed from this life, but have not yet attained the joys of heaven. St. Paul
warns us that we must not be ignorant concerning the dead, nor sorrowful, "even as others who have no
hope ... For the Lord Himself shall come down from heaven ... and the dead who are in Christ shall rise.
The Church has always taught us to pray for those who have gone into eternity. Even in the Old
Testament prayers and alms were offered for the souls of the dead by those who thought "well and
religiously concerning the resurrection." It was believed that "they who had fallen asleep with godliness
had great grace laid up for them" and that "it is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the
dead, that they may be loosed from sins." We know that a defiled soul cannot enter into heaven.
(Excerpted from Liturgical Meditations, The Sisters of St. Dominic)
Wednesday, November 1st is all Saints Day – a holy day of obligation. Please make sure you check the
bulletin for Mass times. (The bulletin is also posted on this website.)
Thursday, November 2nd is All Souls Day – The Commemoration of All Faithful Departed. According to
Catholic belief, the soul of a person who dies can go to one of three places. The first is heaven, where a
person who dies in a state of perfect grace and communion with God goes. The second is hell, where
those who die in a state of mortal sin are naturally condemned by their choice. The intermediate option is
purgatory, which is thought to be where most people, free of mortal sin, but still in a state of lesser
(venial) sin, must go.
Purgatory is necessary so that souls can be cleansed and perfected before they enter into heaven. There is
scriptural basis for this belief. The primary reference is in 2 Maccabees, 12:26 and 12:32. "Turning to
supplication, they prayed that the sinful deed might be fully blotted out... Thus made atonement for the
dead that they might be free from sin."
Thursday, November 23rd is Thanksgiving Day. Father Chris will say a special Thanksgiving Mass that
day. Please check out the bulletin for Mass times.
December 3rd is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent comes from the Latin word meaning "coming." Jesus
is coming, and Advent is intended to be a season of preparation for His arrival. While we typically regard
Advent as a joyous season, it is also intended to be a period of preparation, much like Lent. Prayer,
penance and fasting are appropriate during this season.
Advent is not as strict as Lent, and there are no rules for fasting, but it is meant to be a period of selfpreparation. The purple color associated with Advent is also the color of penance. The faithful should fast
during the first two weeks in particular and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

The color of the Third Sunday of Advent is rose. This color symbolizes joy and represents the happiness
we will experience when Jesus comes again. The Third Sunday is a day of anticipatory celebration. It is
formerly called "Gaudete" Sunday; gaudete means "rejoice" in Latin.
Finally, Sundays during Advent, just as during Lent, should not be given to fasting, but instead to
celebration because we celebrate the resurrection of Our Lord every Sunday. It is important to remember,
however, there are no particular rules for how the laity should observe Advent.

